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Local protesters demand justice
By Madilynne Medina
NEWS EDITOR

About 30 local protesters
marched from San Jose
City Hall to the Santa Clara
County District Attorney’s
office demanding justice for
individuals who died and those
whose deaths were perceived
to be neglected by the San Jose
Police Department.

The fact that they’re
withholding that
information just shows
that they’re protecting
them. They’re giving
[the oﬃcers] a lot of
leniency.
Charis
anonymous protester

The protest was organized by
Black Liberation and Collective
Knowledge
(B.L.A.C.K.)
Outreach, an activist group
in San Jose, and other local
community members.
The march was part of a
month-long series organized
by B.L.A.C.K. Outreach called
“Month of Radical Action.”
Every Friday of September,
community members intend
to demand justice for Gregory
Johnson Jr., Demetrius Stanley
and David Tovar Jr., according
to a Sept. 1 Instagram flyer.
Lou
Dimes,
B.L.A.C.K.
Outreach
president,
said

BRYANNA BARTLETT | SPARTAN DAILY

Protesters march South on First Street after demonstrating at the Santa Clara County District Attorney’s oﬃce and San Jose Police Department.

the march to the DA’s office
is symbolic.
“These are the different
buildings, the different parts
of the institutions that are
keeping these [police brutality]
cases from moving forward

and getting at least a smidge of
justice,” Dimes said.

Gregory Johnson Jr.
Gregory Johnson Jr. was
a 20-year-old San Jose State
student who was found dead in

the Sigma Chi fraternity house
in November 2008, located next
to campus on 10th Street.
Johnson’s death was ruled
a suicide by the UPD and the
Santa Clara County Medical
Examiner-Coroner’s
Office,

according to the coroner’s office
autopsy report. His family and
many in the community believe
he was murdered in a hate crime
and have called on community
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Where to cast today’s
recall election ballot
Eligible California residents can vote in the recall
election of Gov. Gavin Newsom until today at
8 p.m., according to California Secretary of State
Shirley N. Weber’s website. Ballots must be
dropped oﬀ by the same time. While same-day
voting isn’t oﬀered on campus, San Jose State
community members can turn in mail-in ballots
at three on-campus dropoﬀ stations.

SJSU ballot dropoff sites
Today’s hours: 12 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Campus Village
Location: San Salvador and
10th streets
Martin Luther King Jr. Library
Location: Fourth and
San Fernando streets
Dudley Moorhead Hall
Location: North Sixth and
San Fernando streets
JAIME CABRERA | SPARTAN DAILY
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Top left: SJSU English senior Tay Lee (left) and San Jose resident Kiran Lake (right) carry protest ﬂags as they march toward the DA oﬃce. Top right: A Ku Klux Klan eﬃgy
made of cardboard and pillows hangs from a tree outside the DA oﬃce at 70 W Hedding St. Below: Two pig heads sit staked on the fences of the SJPD at 201 W Mission St.
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officials to reopen the investigation.
SJSU President Mary Papazian stated
in a Feb. 18 campus wide email the
DA office and coroner’s office
agreed to initiate a new review of the
coroner’s report, “once the pandemic
allows them to do so,” and the
university will cooperate with any
information requests.
Papazian stated in the same email
that while privacy concerns limit what
can be publicly disclosed about the case,
UPD’s investigation, which involved
interviewing more than 30 witnesses,
revealed no evidence of “foul play.”
Papazian said there’s been no new
evidence that would warrant reopening
the case since the conclusion of the
investigation in 2009.

Demetrius Stanley
Demetrius Stanley was shot on
April 30 outside his home by
un-uniformed SJPD officers and died
at the scene, according to a June 2
NBC Bay Area article.
SJPD Chief Anthony Mata said in a
June 2 press conference that officers
didn’t identify themselves as police
because they didn’t have the “time or
opportunity in the rapid sequence of
events,” according to the same NBC
Bay Area article.
Mata said officers weren’t at Stanley’s
home to arrest him and didn’t anticipate
confrontation with him, which is why
they didn’t have on-body cameras.
He said they were at the home to
confirm Stanley’s home addresses and
identify his vehicle from a March armed
robbery, according to the same article.
The identities of the officers haven’t
been released but they’re currently on
administrative leave, according to the
same article.
Charis, a protester who wished to
remain anonymous for privacy concerns,
said the community is asking for the
names of the officers to be released.
“The fact that they’re withholding
that information just shows that
they’re protecting them,” Charis
said. “They’re giving [the officers] a lot
of leniency.”
Many friends and family members
of Stanley believe he was protecting
himself, his home and family when he

saw strangers in his neighborhood,
according to the same NBC article.
SJPD
released
home-security
surveillance footage up until the
moment Stanley was shot, according to
the same article.
The Santa Clara County DA’s Office,
an Independent Police Auditor and
SJPD’s Internal Affairs division are
investigating the case, according to the
same article.

David Tovar Jr.
Gilroy
resident
David
Tovar
Jr., 27, was shot on Jan 21 at the
Villa Fairlane Apartment Complex
by three undercover SJPD officers,
according to an April 8 San Jose Inside
article.
The fatal shooting followed a
10-month investigation and several
arrest attempts against Tovar because
he was a “person of interest” in several
offenses including a homicide and
two shootings in Santa Clara County,
according to the same San Jose Inside
article.
Tovar’s attorneys and family members
said Tovar wasn’t given the opportunity
to be proven innocent or guilty in

For some people, they think [the] Black Lives Matter
movement is over, but it’s everyday life. We’ve got to
keep people in the streets, we’ve got to keep [community
members] aware that actually people have died and their
families who are suﬀering have no justice.
Ms. T
anonymous protester

the alleged crimes, according to the
same article.
Tovar was armed and body-camera
footage by SJPD officers showed Tovar
was shot in the back while running away,
according to the same article.
One of Tovar’s family’s attorneys,
Adante Pointer, said officers released a
K-9 police dog to “bite, chew and maul
his body as he lay there defenseless,”
according to the same article.
Photos taken by the coroner’s office
show bite marks and bruising caused by
the police dog.
The family of Tovar is suing the city of
San Jose, according to an April 7 KTVU
article.

Friday Protest
As protesters marched through
Downtown San Jose, the group chanted
“Say his name: Demitrius Stanley,”
“No good cops in a racist system” and
“Black Lives Matter.”
Many protesters also chanted “out of
your houses and into the streets” when
passing residential areas. Several crowds
near Second and Santa Clara streets
encouraged the group as they marched.
Lou
Dimes
said
consistently
protesting puts pressure on city
officials.
“It may seem sometimes like this
right here [has] little point, but it serves
a purpose. [City officials] thought
in this building right here that the
[Black Lives Matter] movement in
San Jose was gonna die,” Dimes said.
“They thought we were just going to
give up some stuff so even if it’s just a
handful of us here, it has to serve as a
constant reminder.”
Protesters
also
held
two
demonstrations outside the Santa Clara

County District Attorney’s Office and
the San Jose Police Department.

These are the diﬀerent
buildings, the diﬀerent
parts of the institutions
that are keeping these
[police brutality] cases from
moving forward and getting
at least a smidge of justice.
Lou Dimes
B.L.A.C.K. Outreach president

A protest participant who wished to go
by the name Ms. T for privacy concerns
echoed the importance of continuing
the Black Lives Matter movement.
“For some people, they think [the]
Black Lives Matter movement is
over, but it’s everyday life,” she said.
“We’ve got to keep people in the streets,
we’ve got to keep [community members]
aware that actually people have died and
their families who are suffering have
no justice.”
The
protest
concluded
at
approximately 9:30 p.m. as the
protesters returned to city hall.
The next protest is expected to occur
on Friday at the same location.

Follow Madilynne on Twitter
@madilynneee
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Art-selling process
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Non Fungible Tokens

- Create the art
- Print it out
- Get it to a gallery or sell
the physical piece online

-Create art
- Mint the artwork by
applying for a digital
certiﬁcate which makes
it a NFT
- Digitally auction it oﬀ on
website like Open Sea

INFOGRAPHIC BY SAUMYA MONGA

Non tangible art is the latest craze
By Saumya Monga
STAFF WRITER

A digital artist known as
Beeple sold a piece of artwork for
$69 million on March 11 on
Christies, a high-end art auction
website. For comparison, famous
Dutch painter Vincent van
Gogh’s “Starry Night” is worth
$100 million.
Instead of a tangible painting,
however, Beeple sold a digital
collage. How can one piece of
digital art be worth almost as much
as a classic piece by one of the most
revered painters in history?
Non Fungible Tokens or NFTs
are digital tokens that have changed
the way art is viewed and sold.
Rhonda Holberton, San Jose
State digital media arts assistant
professor said that Non Fungibles
Tokens are digital certificates
that
get
sold
with
a
digitally native artwork.
“Right now, the way that it works
is that an artist makes a JPEG or
a GIF or a movie file, and then
uploads their artwork to a minting
application and then they make a
certificate, and the certificates are
then encoded or encrypted on the
blockchain,” Holberton said.
The process of minting an NFT
can cost anywhere from $1 to
more than $1000, according to a
March 23 Slate article. Slate is an
online magazine that covers U.S.

current affairs, politics and culture,
according to its website.
NFTs can be sold on blockchains,
which are public servers that
document
cryptocurrency
exchanges, according to a May 31
article by Investopedia, a financial
website based in New York City.
Cryptocurrency is a form of
digital currency that is distributed by
various computers, decentralizing
it and making it immune to
government control, according to
an Aug. 9 Investopedia article.
People can buy and sell NFTs

it can go up on auction websites
including Foundation or OpenSea,
where people can
directly purchase it.
NFTs range from GIFS such as
the “Nyan Cat,” an animated GIF
of a flying cat with a rainbow trail
that sold for $590,000 dollars in
February to memes such as the
“Disaster Girl,” which was made
by a North Carolina College senior
that sold for $500,000 dollars in
April.
The only differences between
NFTs and physical artwork is that

With people like Stephen Curry
buying NFTs, his fans and others
might be more inclined to buy
one too, according to an Aug. 30
Business Insider article.
Since 2020, there has been a large
increase in sales of NFTs with 2.5
billion sales since July of this year,
according to a July Reuters article.
Bay Area photographer Dakota
Bryan said it can be difficult for
smaller artists who may not have
the money to necessarily showcase
their work in a gallery.
Rhonda Holberton said the

We’re basically hippies [that] want to create art. We’re not trying to fight
anyone [or] trying to steal anyone’s clout or fame. We know that every
one of us can succeed.
Dakota Bryan
Bay Area photographer

anonymously, although it can be
easy to track who owns the NFTs by
seeing how many hands the artwork
has gone through. Once an artwork
has been sold, it can be resold by the
buyer but the art can still be tracked
back to the original owner.
Once you have your digital
artwork ready to go, you get it
minted by applying for the unique
digital certificate, similar to a patent
that verifies its authenticity. Then,

PHOTO ART COURTESY OF DAKOTA BRYAN

Bay Area photographer Dakota Bryan’s artwork is up for auction
on the Foundation app, and it’s going for $4,939 as of Monday.

NFTs are digital.
Luis Hernandez is a Bay Areabased photographer who took a
financial leap and entered the NFT
space in March, following the lead
of many other local artists.
“[NFTs are] just a symbol of
status for a lot of people, but it’s also
a bit cheaper and more accessible
to people and if you like the artists
and the team behind it and you
want to support it, then you would
invest in one of those pieces,”
Hernandez said.
NFTs can also be digital
artwork including illustrations,
graphics and photographs.
Hernandez, who works in
Silicon Valley, said he views his
photography as a hobby but that
might change. On Aug. 3, he sold one
of his photos of a Bay Area beach for
about $1600 on Foundation.
“We haven’t really discovered
NFT as a medium for photographers
to make a living or to make income.
I think it just makes it easier for
people that have never thought
about selling a print,” Hernandez
said regarding his decision to join
the digital auction space. “The
NFT space provides a relatively
easy way for you to showcase
your art and actually have people
[buy] those pieces.”
NFT consumers range from
other artists to the general public
who are interested in owning an
original piece of digital art. Many
want NFTs because they see the
value others place on them.
Stephen Curry, Golden State
Warriors
basketball
player,
has a NFT illustration as his
Twitter profile photo, which was
created as part of the “Bored
Ape Yacht Club” collection of
cartoon ape illustrations.

physical art world relies on a whole
circuit of artists trying to get their
names out through galleries.
“Huge photographers [are]
making money with physical prints,
like they have a gallery where they’re
selling physical prints and smaller
artists aren’t going to have means
to be able to print out that much
work, much less pay for a space to
show it,” Bryan said. “So I think the
NFT community is a little bit more
accessible even for smaller artists.”
In addition to accessibility,
artists are also inclined toward
joining the NFT world because of
the well-knit community aspect.
“It’s amazing being able to hop
into a community where you have
your tight niche group of people,”
Bryan said.
Although it’s nice for digital
artists to be able to connect with
other photographers and creatives
around the world, some remnants
of elitism in the NFT space
remain prevalent.
For example, Holberton said
elitism remains in the NFT space
as some photographers just make
more money off their pieces than
others.
Bryan said some of his friends
who also sell their artworks digitally
are struggling with sales.
“A bigger [photographer sold out
in 15 seconds] and then I have really
good buddies that have amazing
collections and they’ve sold five
or six pieces out of their 50 piece
collection,” Bryan said. “They’re still
going to get their sales but it’s going
to be at a much lower rate.”
Hernandez said despite some
sense of competition, there’s
actually a lot of support in the NFT
community.
There is mutual respect between

the photographers and many
will spend more time promoting
the work of others than their
own, he said.
Hernandez said he loves
supporting other artists and feels as
though the community is one of the
best communities on social media
platforms, including Twitter.
Bryan shared this sentiment.
“We’re basically hippies [that]
want to create art. We’re not trying
to fight anyone [or] trying to steal
anyone’s clout or fame. We know
that every one of us can succeed,”
Bryan said.
Both Hernandez and Bryan
said they’re aware the NFT
community moves at a fast pace
and it can be overwhelming.
However, they agree: missing one
day on the NFT Twitter space is like
missing months.
Hernandez said there’s always
a new collection being dropped,
more photographers entering the
space and more artworks being sold
for exorbitant amounts.
Because of this fast-paced
environment, there’s a wide
circulation of cryptocurrency
occurring online.
Holberton said NFTs are currently
attached to cryptocurrency
including Bitcoin or Ethereum.
But she said it doesn’t necessarily
have to be that way.
“Putting currency on the
blockchain is computationally
expensive,” Holberton said.
She said there’s a large
environmental
impact
with circulating that much
cryptocurrency in the marketplace
because it requires lots of electrical
energy.
The use of cryptocurrency
platform Ethereum has a carbon
footprint that can be equated to the
same amount of carbon produced
by the entire country of Denmark,
according to Digiconomist, a
project dedicated to exposing the
unintended consequences of the
digital world.
So while NFTs may be the future
for digital creators, can there be a
more stable, sustainable way?
Holberton argues it’s simply a
matter of detaching cryptocurrency
from NFTs and rewriting the rules.
“We need to write better rules that
work for more people,” Holberton
said. “Otherwise, we’re going to
create a super unstable situation
. . . I just think we have to get on
renewables before that could ever
be true.”

Follow Saumya on Twitter
@SaumyaMonga
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TikTok thrift trends are heedless, harmful
By Estevan Lopez
STAFF WRITER

TikTok has taken over
and developed a platform
for people to follow
trends and styles via the
rabbithole known as the
“For You Page.”
A recent rise in thrift
shopping
popularity,
fueled
primarily
by
Gen Z influencers on
social media platforms
including YouTube and
TikTok, has left some
wondering where the
boundaries of ethical fashion
choices lie.
Janet Giddings, SJSU
philosophy lecturer, said
TikTok has predominantly
influenced the amount of
clothes people purchase and
how often they wear them.
“[Hoard thrifting] to
me is a moral issue with
social media, and people
using and buying clothes
to be part of this group of
haulers and this group of
thrifters . . . buy clothes they
don’t need,” Giddings said.
“So it’s not the clothing.
It’s the addiction to social
media and wanting to be
liked, and wanting to be part
of something.”
Contrary
to
older
generations
including
Millennials, Gen Z and
younger consumers tend
to place more value on
trends rather than brands,
according to a Jan. 12
article
by
Heuritech,
a network that brands
data-driven
fashion
trend forecasting.
There is a more positive
connotation to thrifting now
as its clothing items fulfill
that “retro” thread that’s

ILLUSTRATION BY AUDREY TSENG

making waves on TikTok,
though for the longest time it
was associated with poverty.
In the late 19th and early
20th centuries, there was a
common stigma in the U.S.
attached to wearing used
clothes that had been owned
by a stranger, according
to an Aug. 17, 2018 Time
Magazine article. By the
1920s, thrift stores became
organized
department
stores.
Thrifted clothing is no
longer a symbol of poverty.
It has been manipulated by
wealthy individuals who
find trendy pieces they

It’s not the clothing. It’s the addiction
to social media and wanting to be liked,
and wanting to be part of something.
Janet Giddings
SJSU philosophy lecturer

can afford at retail prices,
but others can’t.
SJSU chemistry junior
Diana
Recinos-Nerio
said it’s common for
influencers who can afford
upper-end clothing stores
to target thrift stores in low

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

income areas for cheaper
finds while simultaneously
and inevitably exploiting
economically unstable areas.
“I have seen so many
videos of people who
are ‘fashion TikTokers,’
but you can tell that

they’re
a
lot
more
middle-upper
class
or
upper
class
[and they] go to these rough
places and find cheaper
[thrifted items].”
The surge in reselling
thrifted items has caught the
eyes of many.
URBN,
the
parent
company
of
Urban
Outfitters, has launched
a new app offering
secondhand clothing for
women, men and children,
according to an Aug. 24
Refinery 29 article.
Diana
said
it
is
common
for
fashion

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

influencers to resell items
on sites including Depop,
a
peer-to-peer
social
shopping app.
While TikTok may be a
useful tool to interact and
learn through short clips, it
can also be detrimental to
families who rely on thrift
stores and other second
hand stores.
“It [makes it] a lot less
accessible to people who
actually need these clothes
as their main source of
getting clothes and stuff like
that,” Diana said.
Although this is the
new scene for thrifting,
this is nothing new in
the reselling world as we
see the capitalization of
hoard-buying in order to fill
sales to make a profit.
The most common item
we see this being done to
is shoes.
According
to
a
Feb. 25 Bloomberg article,
a man bought 600 pairs
of sneakers, buying out
warehouses in order to
flip shoes to make a profit
and demanding $100 above
retail price.
This is the standard
being held to certain items
when any mainstream
media platforms including
Tiktok make it a trend. It
causes higher prices and
less inventory.
No, Tik-tok isn’t a bad
app. But, it can make simple
trends such as thrifting
an abuse of resources
that families actually need.

Follow Estevan on Twitter
@9estevan

JOKIN’
AROUND
“How do
you make
a Kleenex
dance?”

“Put a little
boogie in it!”

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Andean animal
6. Epic
10. A stinging insect
14. Surpass
15. Wordplays
16. Hades
17. Gunpowder ingredient
18. Historical periods
19. Chocolate cookie
20. A purified liquid produced
by condensation
22. Told an untruth
23. Obtain
24. Grown up lambs
26. A Japanese woman
entertainer
30. S S S S
32. Path around the sun
33. Leeway
37. 1 1 1 1
38. Mendicant
39. Its symbol is Pb
40. Adroitness
42. Stop
43. Wear away
44. A colony of rabbits
45. Merchandise
47. A thick black liquid
48. Deep cut
49. A whirling Italian dance

56. Pearly-shelled mussel
57. Holly
58. Lengthwise
59. Start over
60. Not a single one
61. The 3rd Greek letter
62. Utilized
63. Obtains
64. Hot coal
DOWN
1. Give temporarily
2. 62 in Roman numerals
3. Portrays a role
4. Encounter
5. Okay
6. A hardy wheat
7. Distinctive atmosphere
8. Small annoying insect
9. Estimator for taxes
10. Merchandise jobber
11. Eagle’s nest
12. Nap
13. Trudge
21. Meadow
25. Chop down
26. Not bad
27. Sea eagle
28. Wild goat
29. An order of nuns

30. A-list
31. Kill
33. Dry
34. Close
35. Receptacle
36. Biblical garden
38. Icing
41. Before
42. Hauling
44. Pale
45. Declines
46. Comment to the audience
47. What we pay the
government
48. Expert
50. Found in skin lotion
51. Let for money
52. Test
53. Arm or leg
54. Hobbling
55. Winged
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ILLUSTRATION BY DAISHA SHERMAN

‘Unvaxxed’ workers shouldn’t pay more
Misinformed individuals need vaccine education, not penalty surcharges
Jamie Bennett
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Amid stricter vaccine
mandates, polarized opinions
and refusal, some believe
vaccinated individuals should
no longer accommodate the
choices unvaccinated people
make. However, we shouldn’t
blame misinformed citizens,
but rather hold the purveyors of
misinformation accountable for
radicalized ideas.
Some argue unvaccinated
people should pay for their
choices financially, putting
the sole financial burden
of coronavirus-related
hospitalizations on them by
increasing health care premiums
and lowering coverage.
Recently, Delta Air Lines
decided to give a $200 monthly
surcharge to unvaccinated
employees’ health insurance,
according to an Aug. 29 Atlantic
article.
CEO Ed Bastian said the
average hospital stay for
employees with COVID-19 has
cost Delta Air Lines insurance
$50,000 per employee and the
$200 surcharge is necessary
to address the financial risk
unvaccinated employees are
creating for the company,
according to an Aug. 25 CNBC
article.
While it may be easy to blame
those who are unvaccinated for

increasing COVID-19 cases and
punish them for their choices,
I don’t believe we should
increase health costs insurance
for those who are unvaccinated
because it would result in them
feeling ostracized from society
and becoming more radicalized.
Before we put a higher
financial burden on
unvaccinated individuals, we

Staunch anti-vaxx believers
who desire recognition by the
media will spew out fake and
doctored information to take
advantage of those who look to
comfort their questions
and beliefs, according to the
same article.
Anyone can be indoctrinated
by fake news, it’s only human to
fall into such traps.
Manipulative actors use new
digital tools to take advantage of
humans’ innate preference for
comfort and their craving for the
answers they find in reinforcing
“echo chambers,” according to
the same Pew Research Center
article.

Instead of increasing health care
premiums, the U.S. government
should focus on regulating the
spread of misinformation from
media outlets and social media
platforms, while also educating
the public on the safety of the
vaccine.
should look at where they get
their radical views from in the
first place.
Many people who are
unvaccinated are unaware they
are easily manipulated by those
who spread misinformation,
according to an Oct. 19, 2017
Pew Research Center article.

“Echo chambers” happen
when the majority of content
a person consumes on social
media conforms only to
their beliefs, allowing easily
manipulated individuals
to fall into a rabbithole of
misinformation, according to
the same article.

ABOUT

EDITORIAL STAFF

The Spartan Daily prides
itself on being the San
Jose State community’s
top news source. New
issues are published every
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday throughout the
academic year and online
content updated daily.

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
BRYANNA BARTLETT

The Spartan Daily is
written and published by
San Jose State students
as an expression of their
First Amendment rights.

NEWS EDITOR
MADILYNNE MEDINA

COPY EDITORS
SAVANNAH NATIVIDAD
KAH MUN CHIA
ALAN BAEZ
REBECCA LEE
HAILEY FARGO

A&E EDITOR
JOVANNA OLIVARES

SPORTS COPY EDITOR
JESUS TELLITUD

Reader feedback may be
submitted as letters to the
editor or online comments.

MANAGING EDITOR
SAMANTHA HERRERA

PHOTO EDITOR
SANDRA SANTOS-CRUZ

SENIOR STAFF WRITERS
JAMIE BENNETT
SARAH DWYER

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS
YANN LAPNET
JAIME CABRERA
TRAVIS WYNN

STAFF WRITERS
AMANI HAMED
EVAN REINHARDT
CHRISTOPHER NGUYEN
SAUMYA MONGA
DON LE
CHRISTINE STEVENS
ESTEVAN LOPEZ

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
MADISON FAGUNDES
NEWS EDITOR
CHRISTINA CASILLAS

OPINION EDITOR
ROYVI HERNANDEZ
SPORTS EDITOR
ISALIA GALLO
SOCIAL MEDIA EDITOR
SARA WILER

GRAPHICS EDITORS
NICK YBARRA
HANZ PACHECO
LINDSAY VILLAMOR
AUDREY TSENG
DAISHA SHERMAN
AARON CHEUNG

PRODUCTION CHIEF
MIKE CORPOS
NEWS ADVISER
RICHARD CRAIG

While the U.S. government
pushing more companies
to alienate and punish
unvaccinated individuals
financially may help some finally
get their vaccine, many could
become more radicalized from a
feeling of perceived persecution,
according to a March 2021
ResearchGate article.
Researchers at the intersection
of cognitive psychology and
social psychology found when
individuals ruminate about
shared distressing moments,
they can experience an increased
motivation to cooperate with
one another and increase the
fusion of their personal identity
with that of the group, according
to the same article.
It’s hard to say what lengths
radicalized “anti-vaxx” believers
will take after perceived
persecution of their beliefs from
health insurance companies
and Biden’s new six-step plan to
mandate the vaccine to
80 million Americans.
According to a Sept. 21 CNN
article, Biden’s
six-step plan focuses on vaccine
mandates, preparing the
U.S. population for booster
shots, keeping schools open,
increased testing, economic
recovery and increased
COVID-19 patient care.
Biden needs the full support
of Americans for this plan
to succeed, so alienating
unvaccinated people will only
make the situation worse.
Instead of increasing health
care premiums, the U.S.
government should focus
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on regulating the spread of
misinformation from media
outlets and social media
platforms, while also educating
the public on the safety of
the vaccine.
Mainstream media sources
like Fox News continue
to spread misinformation
to millions of Americans,
according to a
July 20 MediaMatters article.
Media Matters is a media
watchdog and fact checker that
criticizes conservative and
right-wing media.
Tucker Carlson’s talk show,
which is viewed by millions on
Fox News, has many over-on
screen graphics reading “MANY
VACCINATED PEOPLE ARE
HOSPITALIZED” and “OUR
LEADERS WANT US TO SHUT
UP & NOT ASK QUESTIONS.”
Why should those who are
manipulated and misinformed
by people like Tucker Carlson be
punished for their views when
Fox News continues to spread
this information unscathed?
We should stop
misinformation from its source
and encourage discussion
between unvaccinated and
vaccinated individuals.
By encouraging healthy
discussion between both sides,
we can help those misinformed
about the COVID-19 vaccine
move away from a path that
leads to radicalization.
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@j4mjam
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Spartans win despite two injuries

PHOTOS BY AMANI HAMED | SPARTAN DAILY

SJSU defender Karlee Pottorff (right) and an LMU defender (left) react after a collision. Both were taken off the field with probable concussions on Friday night.

By Amani Hamed
STAFF WRITER

The San Jose State
women’s soccer team
beat Loyola Marymount
University 1-0 in a tense
game Friday at Spartan
Soccer Complex.
Head coach Lauren
Hanson said the Spartans
stepped up and came
together to manage a
win under emotional
circumstances
after
multiple player injuries.
“We’re kind of just
trying to take one game
at a time and learn from
each game,” Hanson
said. “The biggest thing
that we talked about as
a team is gathering
our
emotions
and
winning the game for
the two players that,
unfortunately, were out,”
Hanson said.
Freshman
for ward
Bella Flocchini went
down 10 minutes into
the game with a probable
d i s l o c at e d
an k l e ,
according to Hanson.
Flocchini was tended
to by coaching staff
before being examined
and removed from the
field by paramedics with
her left foot in a support
brace.
Neither team was able
to score a goal throughout
the first half, despite the
Spartans’ five attempts
on target.
SJ SU
f re s h m an
goalkeeper
Autum
Monty kept the ball clear

Spartans forward Bella Flocchini is examined by emergency medical technicians and coaches about 10 minutes into the game.

of the 18-yard box for
45 minutes.
In the second half,
SJSU swapped in freshman
goalkeeper Shayla Sugai.
The game took a turn
for the worse after a
collision between Spartans
defender Karlee Pottorff
and a Lions defender that
left both players with
probable concussions.
Both players were able
to walk off the field,
having been examined by

assistant coaching staff
from the two teams.
The Spartans ramped
up their aggression,
attempting nine more
shots on goal.
SJSU rallied after the
second injury of the
game with freshman
midfielder Tiana Cello
outmaneuvering LMU’s
goalkeeper
to
score
the game winner and
her first career goal in
Minute 78.

Cello credited Spartans
forward Natalia Nava,
who blocked a LMU
defender to keep the
goal open.
“Yeah, it was really
amazing. The feeling is
unreal,” Cello said. “I’m
really proud of Nava, who
was on the outside who
took on the player, she got
a deflection on the goal
and I just read it. And
thankfully, I was there
and able to put it away for

Spartans goalkeeper Shayla Sugai has a stellar save against the Lions at the Spartan Soccer Complex.

our team.”
To
preser ve
the
Spartans’ lead, Sugai
made two crucial saves
late in the game.

Freshman midfielder
Taylor
Phillips
was
the catalyst of SJSU’s
aggressive approach on
offense by shooting four
of the 14 team shots
against LMU.
While Phillips was in
attack mode all game, she
said she’s been working
with associate head coach
Tina Estrada to strengthen
her defensive skills.
“Tina has been really
helpful and is helping me
try and get the defensive
mindset as well,” Phillips
said. “I’ve really been just
trying to give so much
effort and give tons
of hustle.”
The Spartans followed
their win Friday with a
Lauren Hanson tough 5-0 loss against
head coach California Polytechnic
State University, San Luis
Obispo, on Sunday.
“[In] the second half
The
Spartans
are
she came in and just was expected
to
face
a beast and owned her University of the Pacific
box, and I thought she did next at the
Spartan
a tremendous job back Soccer Complex at noon
there,” Hanson said.
on Sunday.
Cello said the team
was motivated to win
on behalf of its injured
teammates Flocchini and
Pottorff.
“We were definitely
playing
for
our
teammates,” Cello said.
“That’s what we talked
about in the huddle before
Follow Amani on Twitter
we went back out there to
@Amani_Marie_
play for them.”

The biggest thing
that we talked
about as a team
is gathering our
emotions and
winning the game
for the two players
that, unfortunately,
were out.
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